






 

 

Table 1.  Pipe classification in Western Water. 

 

Pipe Material Number of Pipes 

Plastic  1903 

Asbestos Concrete 230 

Ductile Iron 40 

 

The Responsible Person for Western Water has signed the Verification Form for 

Community Public Water Systems Claiming no Lead Service Lines (attached).  All distribution 

piping shown on the attached map are known to not be lead.  

 

Western Water also requires that consumers who apply for new taps, follow the 

requirements in the document “Construction Specification for Waterline Facilities” and the 

“Water Tap Hook Up Procedure”.  Both documents are attached to this report.  Among other 

requirements, these documents specify that “the service line can be polyethylene, PVC or K-

copper”.  In addition, Western Water inspects the service line on the private side of the meter 

prior to initiating water supply.  The inspection form used during this inspection is also attached. 

 

 Western Water is not responsible for installation of piping or fixtures within the house 

(this is typically owned by the property owner).  However, for the purposes of this mapping (as 

required by H.B. 512), analysis has been performed to tentatively identify the probable piping 

within each house served by Western Water. 

 

 

PIPING WITHIN BUILDINGS SERVED BY WESTERN WATER 
 

 Very few water utilities have any records or direct knowledge of the type of interior 

plumbing materials used in the buildings served by the system.  Nevertheless, enactment of 

division (F) of ORC Section 6109.121 now requires water utilities to identify and map areas of 

their distribution system that are known or are likely to contain lead service lines and identify 

characteristics of buildings served by the system that may contain lead piping, solder, or fixtures.    

 

Ohio EPA “Guidelines for Lead Mapping in Distribution Systems” outlined the Agency’s 

recommendations about identifying characteristics of buildings served by community water 

systems that are known to contain, or likely to contain, lead piping, solder or fixtures.  According 

to Ohio EPA, “Because it is practically impossible to determine the lead content of an installed 

fixture, fitting or pipe, it should be assumed that the manufacture or installation date is the 

primary indicator of the lead content. Therefore, the characteristics of buildings and piping 

solder or fixtures would be buildings in Ohio built prior to 1998 or that use plumbing material 

or solder manufactured before 1998 may have materials with greater than 8% lead and are at a 

higher risk of contributing lead to the drinking water than materials manufactured after 1998. In 

addition, buildings built and plumbing materials manufactured after 2014 were required to have 

less than 0.25% lead by weight and have the lowest risk for contributing lead to the drinking 

water. It should be noted however that, although prohibited, some use of leaded solder or leaded 

components may have occurred after the prohibitions became effective.” 
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"Because it is practically impossible to determine the
lead content of an installed fixture, fitting or pipe, it
should be assumed that the manufacture or
installation date is the primary indicator of the lead
content. Therefore, the characteristics of buildings and
piping solder or fixtures would be buildings in Ohio
built prior to 1998 or that use plumbing material or
solder manufactured before 1998 may have materials
with greater than 8% lead and are at a higher risk of
contributing lead to the drinking water than materials
manufactured after 1998. In addition, buildings built
and plumbing materials manufactured after 2014 were
required to have less than 0.25% lead by weight and
have the lowest risk for contributing lead to the
drinking water. It should be noted however that,
although prohibited, some use of leaded solder or
leaded components may have occurred after the
prohibitions became effective."

To comply with Ohio EPA guidelines, Wester Water
has identified (to the best of its ability given the data
available) buildings served that were constructed
before 1998. These buildings are assumed to contain
plumbing materials containing higher percentages of
lead than those constructed after 1998. Pipes in
buildings constructed before 1998 are, therefore,
assumed to have a higher risk of contributing lead to
the drinking water than pipes in buildings constructed
after 1998.

Each dot on the attached map represents a Western
Water customer.  The color of the dot represents the
most likely date range during which the private-side
service line and indoor piping was installed:

Red: Pre-1998
Green: Post-1998
Grey: Unknown/No Information




