





2024 ANNUAL DRINKING WATER QUALITY REPORT

Where Do We Get Our Drinking Water?

The City of Galion receives its drinking water from the Rocky Fork of the
Olentangy River, a surface water source, which flows into Amman's Reservoir
south of Galion in Morrow County. All surface waters are considered to be
susceptible to contamination. By their nature surface waters are accessible and
can be readily contaminated by chemicals and pathogens with relatively short
travel times from the source to the intake. The City of Galion is fortunate that
we are near the top of our water shed and as such we are less susceptible to
contaminants due to the short travel time from the watershed to our water
plant.

The City of Galion has the ability during a water emergency to draw water from
the City of Crestline. In 2024, the City of Galion did not use this resource. This
report does not contain information on the water quality of the City of Crestline,
but a copy of their consumer confidence report can be obtained by contacting
Timothy Robinette at (419) 683-3957.

Important Health Information

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than
the general population. Immunocompromised persons such as persons with
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some
elderly, and infants may be particularly at risk from infections. These people
should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. The
U.S. EPA/CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) guidelines-on-
appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other
microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at
(800) 426-4791 or http://water.epa.gov/drink/hotline.

Source Water Assessment

In 2003 the Ohio EPA conducted a Source Water Assessment for the City of
Galion. Copies of this report can be obtained at the Galion Water Plant. Based
on the information compiled in our source water assessment, the City of Galion
Public Water System is considered susceptible to agricultural runoff, industrial/
commercial sources, and oil/gas production activities and transportation related
spills. While the source water for the city of Galion Public Water System is
considered susceptible to contamination, historically, the Galion Water Plant
has effectively treated this source water to meet drinking water quality stand-
ards. More detailed information is provided in the City of Galion's Drinking
Water Source Assessment Report, which can be obtained by calling the Water
Superintendent at the Galion Water Plant at (419) 468-1393.

Sources of contamination to drinking water

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the EPA prescribes regulations,
which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public
water systems. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations establish
limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must provide the same protec-
tion for public health.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain
at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants
does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. More infor-
mation about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by
calling the Environmental Protection Agency's Safe Drinking Water Hotline at
(800) 426-4791.

Substances that could be in Water

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers,
lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the
surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring miner-
als and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting
from the presence of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source water include:

(A) Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from
sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and
wildlife.

(B) Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-
occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial or domestic
wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.

(C) Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as
agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and residential uses.

(D) Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic
chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum produc-
tion, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic
systems.

(E) Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result
of oil and gas production and mining activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, USEPA prescribes regulations
which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public
water systems. FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled wa-
ter which must provide the same protection for public health. Drinking water,
including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small
amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not neces-
sarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about contami-
nants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

Lead and Drinking Water

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially
for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from
materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing.
Galion Water Treatment Plant is responsible for providing high quality drinking
water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components.
When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the poten-
tial for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before
using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your
water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking
water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 800-426-4791 or at http://
www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

A list of laboratories certified in the State of Ohio to test for lead may be found
at http:j/www.epa.state.oh.us/ddagw/labs.aspx or by calling 614-644-2752.
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During the past year, we have taken hundreds of water samples in order to determine the presence of any radioactive, biological, inorganic, volatile organic,

or synthetic organic contaminants. The table below shows only those contaminants that were detected in the water. The state allows us to monitor for certain

substances less than once per year because the concentrations of these substances do not change frequently. In these cases, the most recent sample data are
included, along with the year in which the sample was taken.

Table of Detected Contaminants

Substances Detected Sample MCL or MCLG or Level Range of Violation? Tvoical Sources of Contamination
during Sampling (units) Year MRDL MRDLG Found | Detections ' yp
Turbidity/ Total Organic Carbon
Turbidity (NTU) 2024 TT N/A 0.16 0.02-0.16 No soil runoff, sediment suspension
Turblfhty (Bl =2 2024 TT N/A 100% 100% No soil runoff, sediment suspension
meeting standard)
Total Organic Carbon (TOC) (2024 w N/A 2.22 1.96-296  |No DS BN i
tanks, erosion of natural deposits
Inorganic Contaminants
erosion of natural deposits, water additive that
Fluoride (ppm) 2023 4 4 0.14 NA No promotes strong teeth, discharge from fertilizer
and aluminum factories
Nitrate (ppm) 2024 10 10 0.20 <0.10-0.20 |No runoff from fertiizer use, leaching from septic
tanks, erosion of natural deposits
Synthetic Organic Contaminants
Atrazine (ppb) |2024 |3 |3 0.21 NA No runoff from herbicide used of row crops
Residual Disinfectant and and Disinfection Byproducts
Total Chlorine (ppm) 2024 MRDL=4 MRDLG=4 [1.32 0.87-1.34 No \water additive used to control microbes
Haloacetic Acids (HAAS) (ppb) [2024 60 N/A 25.8 16.2-27.2 No byproduct of drinking water disinfection
(T:;;') Trihalomethanes (TTHM) (,.,, 80 N/A 77.1 39.4-876  |No byproduct of drinking water disinfection
Lead and Copper
. .. 90% of test
. Sample [Action Level|individual Results over ° S
Contaminant levels were (Violation?
Year (AL) the AL
less than
2022 1.3 ppm 0 0.059 No
Copper (ppm) : :
zero samples of 30 were found to have copper levels in excess of the copper action level of 1.3 ppm.
2022 15 ppb 0 <2.0 No
Lead (ppb)

zero samples of 30 were found to have lead levels in excess of the lead action level of 15 ppb.







various projects and obtaining compliance for Total Trihalomethanes (TTHM). These projects include clarifier
rehabilitation (completed April 2024), elevated tank mixing (complete June 2024), general plant improvements
(ongoing) and clearwell mixing and aeration (if necessary). Upon completion of these projects, the City will have

12 months to achieve compliance with TTHM levels set forth and maintaining compliance for six consecutive
quarters.

Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR) Sampling
Unregulated contaminants are those for which U.S. EPA has not established drinking water standards. The

purpose of unregulated contaminant monitoring is to assist EPA in determining the occurrence of these contam-
inants in drinking water and whether future regulation is warranted. In 2024, the Galion City participated in the
fifth round of the Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR 5). For a copy of the results please call the
Water Superintendent at 419-468-1393.

Listed Below is Information for those contaminants that were found in the Galion Water System:

Table of Unregulated Contaminants

Cor!tammant Sample Year AEER LS Range of Detections
(units) Found
PFBA (ppb) 2024 0.0062 0.0054 - 0.0070

Service Line Inventory

Per the Lead and Copper Rules, Public Water Systems were required to develop and maintain a Service Line
Inventory. A service line is the underground pipe that supplies your home or building with water. To view the
Service Line Inventory, which lists the material type(s) for your location, you can visit the Galion City Building at
301 Harding Way East, Galion, OH 44833 or call at 419-468-1393.




Tap vs. Bottled

Thanks in part to aggressive marketing, the bottled water industry
has successfully convinced us all that water purchased in
bottles is a healthier alternative to tap water. However,
according to a four- year study conducted by the Natural
Resources Defense Council, bottle water is not necessarily
cleaner or safer than most tap water. In fact, about 25% of
bottled water is actually just bottled tap water (40% according to
government estimates).

The Food and Drug Administration is responsible for regulation of
bottled water, but these rules allow for less rigorous testing and
purity standards than those required by the U.S. EPA for communi-
ty tap water. For instance, the high mineral content of some
bottled waters makes them unsuitable for babies and young
children. Further, the FDA completely exempts bottled water that’s
packaged and sold within the same state, which accounts for about
70% of all bottled water sold in the United States.

People spend 10,000 times more per gallon for bottled water than
they typically do for tap water. If you get your recommended eight
glasses a day from bottled water, you could spend up to $1,400
annually. The same amount of tap water would cost about $.49.
Even if you installed a filter device on you tap, your annual expendi-
ture would be far less than what you’d pay for bottled water.

The City of Galion’s water routinely beats the industry standard for
turbidity in bottled water. Galion has nominal range of 0.03-0.06,
whereas the industry standard for bottled water in 0.051-0.1. For a
detailed discussion on the NRDC study results, check out their
website at www.nrdc.org/water/drinking/bw/exesum.asp.

100%.

contaminant in that sample was not detected.

Turbidity is a measure of the cloudiness of water and is an indication of the effectiveness of our filtration system. The turbidity limit
set by the EPA is 0.30 NTU in 95% of the daily samples and shall not exceed 1.00 NTU at any time. As reported above, Galion’s high-
est recorded turbidity result for 2024 was 0.16NTU and the lowest monthly percentage of samples meeting the turbidity limits was

The “<” symbol: A symbol which means less than. A result of <5 means that the lowest level that could be detected was 5 and the

The value reported under “level found” for Total Organic Carbon (TOC) is the lowest running annual average ratio between the
percentages of TOC actually removed. A value of greater than (1) indicates that the water system is in compliance with TOC remov-
al requirements. The value reported under “Range of detection” for TOC is the lowest monthly ratio to the highest monthly ratio.

Disinfection byproducts are the result of providing continuous disinfection of your drinking water and form when disinfectants
combine with organic matter naturally occurring in the source water. Disinfection byproducts are grouped into two categories, Total
Trihalomehanes (TTHM) and Haloacetic Acids (HAAS). USEPA sets standards for controlling the levels of disinfectants and disinfect-
ant byproducts in drinking water, including both TTHMs and HAASs.

Protecting Our Water from Backflow

Homes with underground irrigation systems and most non-
residential buildings are required by the Division of Water
to have a backflow prevention device. These backflow
devices protect the public water system from any potential-
ly contaminated water flowing into the public system from
a customer’s plumbing. Some examples requiring backflow
systems include: swimming pools, restaurants, medical
facilities, laboratories, car washes, automotive dealerships,
industrial sites, and property with a well or pond.

A cross-connection is a physical connection
between a possible source of contamination
and the drinking water system piping. If the
pressure of the source of contamination is
greater than the water system pressure, con-
taminated water may backflow into the drinking
water system. Pressure drops in the public
water system caused by water line breaks,
pump failures, and fire-fighting can also cause a
backflow situation. If our rules and regulations
require a backflow preventer, it must be tested
annually by a tester you hire who is approved by
our office. For more information about backflow
prevention and cross-connection control please

visit our website at http://galion.city/.









